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Statement from Mayor Lightfoot on Indictment Against Alderman Burke

"The allegations in this superseding indictment are alarming. The indictment alleges
that Ald. Burke used his position and the tools of government to facilitate a criminal
enterprise to enrich himself and cheat the residents of this city. No official in this
city — elected or appointed — should ever profit from his or her office. Given the
serious nature of the allegations, and particularly the allegations that he abused his
position as chairman of the Finance committee, Alderman Burke must resign
immediately. Given the serious criminal liability he faces, Alderman Burke can no
longer continue to do his job honorably or effectively. Itis in the best interests of all
that he step aside so that the residents of the 14th ward can be properly
represented.

“I have also directed the City's Corporation Counsel to investigate whether any
current city employees or vendors were complicit in facilitating the crimes alleged
in the superseding indictment. If so, we will not hesitate to take decisive actions
against anyone whose conduct violated any laws or ethical rules."
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